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TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Bill Bridgeo 
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Meetings: 

 

There will be a City Council Business Meeting beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 

21, 2017 in Council Chambers.  Agendas are included in your Council Packets. A pre-meeting 

will take place beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers.   

 

A Senior Staff Meeting will take place in Conference Room A beginning at 9:15 a.m. on Friday, 

September 22nd. 

 

Other: 

 

A question emerged today regarding write-in candidates for the vacant School Board position for 

which no one filed a valid petition to appear on the November ballot. After some consultation 

with the City Attorney (who confirmed his analysis with the Deputy Secretary of State), we now 

understand that it is not necessary to formally file a letter with the Clerk’s Office to stand for 

office as a write-in candidate. Prior to today, the staff members in the Clerk’s Office were 

unaware of a new state law that went into effect (as emergency legislation at the end of this 

session in June) that extended the deadline for filing as a formal write-in from 45 days from the 

election date to 60 days from the election date. Thus an individual who came in today would 

have been disqualified under the language of the new statute (but not the individual who came in 

a week ago. However, as the brief opinion (copied below) from the City Attorney provided to us 

today advises, because there are no ballot candidates for the position, this new provision of the 

law does not prohibit anyone otherwise qualified (U.S. citizen and Ward 2 resident of legal age) 

from being written in and duly elected: 

 

Tracy, I have had an opportunity to look into this further.  Under the law, the 45 /60 day 
distinction is not significant in this particular situation.  Since the City has not made a 
specific decision as to how to handle write-ins, it falls back on State law pursuant to the 
Charter.  Under Title 30-A all write-in votes will be counted when there is no candidate 
for office appearing on the ballot.  There is no requirement to be a declared write- in 
candidate so there is no difference between a declared and a not declared write-in. 
There are some issues here which the City may wish to address before next year’s 
elections or during the next Charter Commission, but it does not affect the current 
election. I have confirmed this with the Secretary of State’s office.   Please let me know 
if you have questions. 
 
Stephen E. F. Langsdorf 

PretiFlaherty 
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Over the weekend, I signed a purchase and sale agreement for the tax-acquired property at 14 

South Grove Street previously authorized by Council for listing with Remax our current 

designated real estate agency. It’s a cash offer for $42,000. The property has been listed for 

several weeks and this has been the only prospective buyer to come forward. Given that we only 

issue a quit-claim deed when we sell tax-acquired properties, I think it’s a reasonable price and 

Development Department staff concur with that. The proceeds of the sale will go into the 

account we maintain to fund the removal of dilapidated properties where we have no recourse 

against the owner. 

 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

Legislative Delegation  


